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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 2 and 21-39 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
In regard to independent Claim 2, the closest prior art fails to teach or 
reasonably suggest "a camera apparatus comprising: a photographing unit for 
photographing a subject; an image storage unit for storing an image photographed by 
the photographing unit; a message storage unit for storing a plurality of groups of 
messages, each said group comprising a plurality of messages having a same meaning 
that are expressed in respective different languages; a language setting unit for setting 
one of the different languages as a first language and for setting another of the different 
languages as a second language in response to a request made by a user; a message 
reading unit for reading out, from the message storage unit, both a message in the first 
language and a message in the second language from the same group as the message 
in the first language; a message output unit for outputting, in combination, the message 
in the first language and the corresponding message in the second language read out 
by the message reading unit; wherein the language setting unit comprises: a language 
specifying unit for specifying a plurality of the different languages as proposed 
languages for said second language based on a time difference between a 
reference area and another area defined by said user; and a language selecting unit 
for prompting the user to select one of said proposed languages as said second 
language". 



I' 
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Regarding Claims 21-26, these claims are allowed as being dependent from 
allowed independent claim 2. 

Regarding independent Claim 27, the closest prior art fails to teach or 
reasonably suggest " a method of outputting a message in a camera apparatus, wherein 
the camera apparatus includes: (i) a photographing unit for photographing a subject, (ii) 
an image storage unit for storing an image photographed by the photographing unit, and 
(Hi) a message storage unit for storing a plurality of groups of messages, each said 
group comprising a plurality of messages having a same meaning that are expressed in 
respective different languages, said method comprising: 

setting one of the different languages as a first language; 

specifying a plurality of the different languages, other than the first 
language, as proposed languages for a second language based on a time 
difference between a reference area and another area defined by a user request 

selecting one of the proposed languages as the second language; 

reading out, from the message storage unit, both a message in the first language 
and a message in the selected second language from the same group as the message 
in the first language; 

outputting, in combination, the read out message in the first language and the 
read out corresponding message in the second language". 
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Regarding Claims 28-33, these claims are allowed as being dependent from 
allowed independent claim 27. 

With regard to independent Claim 34, the closest prior art fails to teach or 
reasonably suggest, "a computer-readable storage medium having a computer program 
stored thereon, said computer program being readable by a computer in a camera 
apparatus, wherein the camera apparatus includes: (i) a photographing unit for 
photographing a subject, (ii) an image storage unit for storing an image photographed 
by the photographing unit, and (Hi) a message storage unit for storing a plurality of 
groups of messages, each said group comprising a plurality of messages having a 
same meaning that are expressed in respective different languages, said computer 
program being readable by the computer to cause the computer to execute functions 
comprising: 

setting one of the different languages as a first language; 

specifying a plurality of the different languages, other than the first 
language, as proposed languages for a second language based on a time 
difference between a reference area and another area defined by a user request: 

selecting one of the proposed languages as the second language; 

reading out, from the message storage unit, both a message in the first language 
and a message in the selected second language from the same group as the message 
in the first language; 
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outputting, in combination, the read out message in the first language and the 
read out corresponding message in the second language". 

Regarding Claims 35-39, these claims are allowed as being dependent from 
allowed independent claim 34. 

The following are the closest references found: 

Heiman (US Pub No,: 2002/00851 11 A1) discloses a method for providing travel 
information wherein the travel information is displayed on a display of a digital camera. 
The travel information may be stored in a memory device of the digital camera, and 
retrieved from the memory device prior to displaying the information. 

Shibasaki et al. (US Patent No.: 7088389B2) teaches that according to an 
embodiment of the present invention, a system for displaying information in a specific 
region includes a capturing unit for capturing a desired subject, an image capturing unit 
for capturing an image of the subject, a position and attitude calculating unit for 
calculating at least the position and the facing direction of the capturing unit on the basis 
of the captured image, a determining unit for determining the subject in the image 
captured by the image capturing unit on the basis of an output of the position and 
attitude calculating unit, a related information obtaining unit for obtaining at least 
information related to the determined subject, and a related information superimposition 
display unit for displaying the obtained information together with the image related to the 

■ 

subject on a display unit. 
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Conclusion 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Pritham Prabhakher whose telephone number is 571- 
270-1 128. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:30-5:00) Alt Friday's Off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Ometz can be reached on (571)272-7593. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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